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Why did a group from the Iraqi army seize control of the government and wage a disastrous war against
Great Britain, rejecting British and liberal values for those of a militaristic Germany? What impact did these
actions have on the thirty-year regime of Saddam Hussein?

Departing from previous studies explaining modern Iraqi history in terms of class theory, Reeva Simon
shows that cultural and ideological factors played an equal, if not more important, role in shaping events. In
1921 the British created Iraq, and an entourage of ex-Ottoman army officers, the Sharifians, became the new
ruling elite. Simon contends that this elite, returning to an Iraq made up of different ethnic, religious, and
social groups, had to weld these disparate elements into a nation. Pan-Arabism was to be the new ideological
source of unity and loyalty. Schools and the army became the means through which to implant it, and a series
of military coups gave the officers the chance to act in its name. The result was an abortive revolt against
Britain in 1941. And the legacy of the revolt is still apparent in the next two generations of Iraqi officers that
led to the regime of Saddam Hussein.

This updated edition locates the sources of Iraqi nationalism in the experience of these ex-Ottoman army
officers who used the emergent pan-Arabism to weld a disparate population into a nation. Simon shows that
the relationships forged between Iraqi officers and Germans in Istanbul before WWI left deep legacies that
go a long way toward explaining the disastrous war against Great Britain in 1941, the rejection of liberal
values, the revolution of 1958 in which the military finally seized power, and the outlook of the leadership
recently overthrown by American and British armies.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

The book Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The Militarist Origins of Tyranny can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great
thing like a book Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The Militarist Origins of Tyranny? Several of you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The Militarist
Origins of Tyranny has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jackson Ponce:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The
Militarist Origins of Tyranny is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Tom Seaman:

The book untitled Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The Militarist Origins of Tyranny contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
go through.

Kevin Vargas:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The
Militarist Origins of Tyranny to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Iraq Between the Two World Wars: The Militarist
Origins of Tyranny can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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