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Missionary, educator, entrepreneur, and restless progressive, Andrew Atchison led a peripatetic 19th century
life committed to the welfare of others - recently freed slaves, Indians on reservations, immigrant Chinese
building the Panama Canal - in locales ranging from Kansas to New Mexico, Texas to Missouri, Louisiana to
Panama. Orphaned at twelve in Ohio, Atchison left a mark that stretched West - "To the Stars," as told by
Don Nelson in this engaging account of the distinctively American life of his maternal grandfather. Using
unpublished primary documents, Nelson explores an under appreciated theme of our history - the ethnic
complexity of settling the American West following the Civil War. Committed throughout his life to helping
the "poorest of the poor," Andrew Atchison - a devout Presbyterian who graduated from the young
University of Kansas in a class of ten - embodied the finer impulses of that uneasy settlement. He founded
the Freedmen's Academy of Kansas to educate freed slaves following the collapse of Reconstruction. He was
principal of the Haskell Institute, a federal, multitribe Indian school in Lawrence, Kansas. He founded a
college in El Paso, Texas, and was fired from a professorship at the Louisiana State Normal for tutoring
black children in the evenings. In Panama while the Canal was being constructed, he established the Yook
Choy School for immigrant Chinese men. Andrew Atchison led an uncommonly rich life. The conflicts
Atchison encountered and the opportunities he created presaged the American experience of the 20th
century. His life has as much resonance today as ever - evidence, as Faulker famously claimed that "the past
is never dead. It's not even past."
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

This To The Stars: Over Rough Roads tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this To The Stars: Over Rough Roads can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this To The Stars: Over Rough Roads giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lewis Wood:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this To
The Stars: Over Rough Roads, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Jodi Harper:

The actual book To The Stars: Over Rough Roads has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Marsha Bridges:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking To The Stars: Over
Rough Roads that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick To The Stars: Over Rough Roads become your starter.
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