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Jeffrey Dahmer. Ted Bundy. John Wayne Gacy. Over the past thirty years, serial killers have become iconic
figures in America, the subject of made-for-TV movies and mass-market paperbacks alike. But why do we
find such luridly transgressive and horrific individuals so fascinating? What compels us to look more closely
at these figures when we really want to look away? Natural Born Celebrities considers how serial killers
have become lionized in American culture and explores the consequences of their fame.

David Schmid provides a historical account of how serial killers became famous and how that fame has been
used in popular media and the corridors of the FBI alike. Ranging from H. H. Holmes, whose killing spree
during the 1893 Chicago World's Fair inspired The Devil in the White City, right up to Aileen Wuornos, the
lesbian prostitute whose vicious murder of seven men would serve as the basis for the hit film Monster,
Schmid unveils a new understanding of serial killers by emphasizing both the social dimensions of their
crimes and their susceptibility to multiple interpretations and uses. He also explores why serial killers have
become endemic in popular culture, from their depiction in The Silence of the Lambs and The X-Files to their
becoming the stuff of trading cards and even Web sites where you can buy their hair and nail clippings.

Bringing his fascinating history right up to the present, Schmid ultimately argues that America needs the
perversely familiar figure of the serial killer now more than ever to manage the fear posed by Osama bin
Laden since September 11.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Kuhlman:

The actual book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American
Culture is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Emmett Willett:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Natural Born Celebrities: Serial
Killers in American Culture.

Joseph Lee:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Martha Dixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in
American Culture.
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