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Between the French Revolution and World War II, hundreds of thousands of Jews left the Jewish fold--by
becoming Christians or, in liberal states, by intermarrying. Telling the stories of both famous and obscure
individuals, Leaving the Jewish Fold explores the nature of this drift and defection from Judaism in Europe
and America from the eighteenth century to today. Arguing that religious conviction was rarely a motive for
Jews who became Christians, Todd Endelman shows that those who severed their Jewish ties were driven
above all by pragmatic concerns--especially the desire to escape the stigma of Jewishness and its social,
occupational, and emotional burdens.

Through a detailed and colorful narrative, Endelman considers the social settings, national contexts, and
historical circumstances that encouraged Jews to abandon Judaism, and factors that worked to the opposite
effect. Demonstrating that anti-Jewish prejudice weighed more heavily on the Jews of Germany and Austria
than those living in France and other liberal states as early as the first half of the nineteenth century, he
reexamines how Germany's political and social development deviated from other European states. Endelman
also reveals that liberal societies such as Great Britain and the United States, which tolerated Jewish
integration, promoted radical assimilation and the dissolution of Jewish ties as often as hostile, illiberal
societies such as Germany and Poland.

Bringing together extensive research across several languages, Leaving the Jewish Fold will be the essential
work on conversion and assimilation in modern Jewish history for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Leaving the Jewish Fold: Conversion and Radical
Assimilation in Modern Jewish History will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Laura Dumas:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Leaving the Jewish Fold: Conversion and
Radical Assimilation in Modern Jewish History is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Wheeler:

This Leaving the Jewish Fold: Conversion and Radical Assimilation in Modern Jewish History usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Leaving the Jewish
Fold: Conversion and Radical Assimilation in Modern Jewish History can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Leaving the Jewish
Fold: Conversion and Radical Assimilation in Modern Jewish History giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kimberly Foust:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Leaving
the Jewish Fold: Conversion and Radical Assimilation in Modern Jewish History. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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