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Largely absent from our history books is the social history of railroad development in nineteenth-century
Mexico, which promoted rapid economic growth that greatly benefited elites but also heavily impacted rural
and provincial Mexican residents in communities traversed by the rails. In this beautifully written and
original book, Teresa Van Hoy connects foreign investment in Mexico, largely in railroad development, with
its effects on the people living in the isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico's region of greatest ethnic diversity.
Students will be drawn to a fascinating cast of characters, as muleteers, artisans, hacienda peons, convict
laborers, dockworkers, priests, and the rural police force (rurales) join railroad regulars in this rich social
history. New empirical evidence, some drawn from two private collections, elaborates on the huge informal
economy that supported railroad development. Railroad officials sought to gain access to local resources
such as land, water, construction materials, labor, customer patronage, and political favors. Residents, in
turn, maneuvered to maximize their gains from the wages, contracts, free passes, surplus materials, and
services (including piped water) controlled by the railroad. Those areas of Mexico suffering poverty and
isolation attracted public investment and infrastructure. A Social History of Mexico's Railroads is the
dynamic story of the people and times that were changed by the railroads and is sure to engage students and
general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A
Social History of Mexico's Railroads: Peons, Prisoners, and Priests (Jaguar Books on Latin America)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Angela Powers:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Social History of Mexico's Railroads:
Peons, Prisoners, and Priests (Jaguar Books on Latin America) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Anthony Parker:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This A Social History of Mexico's Railroads:
Peons, Prisoners, and Priests (Jaguar Books on Latin America) is simple bringing you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ronda Powers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this A Social History of Mexico's Railroads:
Peons, Prisoners, and Priests (Jaguar Books on Latin America).
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